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*
 Where the complainant is unable to make a complaint in writing, facilities will be made available through the Secretariat Commissioner’s office so that he or she can agree 
the terms of a written statement. 
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Procedure for Dealing with Complaints against Assembly Members 
 
Presiding Officer's Arrangements for Establishing Appeal Panels 
 
1. These arrangements are made in accordance with the Procedure for Dealing with Complaints against Assembly Members (the 
Procedure). When the Presiding Officer receives an appeal that meets one of the criteria in paragraph 8.3 of the Procedure he shall:   
 
a) Contact the leaders of the political groups represented in the Assembly for a nomination from their respective parties to sit on 

the appeal panel; and 
 
b) Invite the Presiding Judge for the Wales and Chester Circuit to nominate an ‘independent legally qualified person’, in accordance 

with the protocol set out at Annex A. The independent member shall chair the Panel. 
 
2. In the event of the Presiding Officer being unable, for whatever reason, to establish an appeal panel, the Deputy Presiding Officer 
shall establish the appeal panel.  
 
3. If the leader of a political group represented in the Assembly is unavailable, the Presiding Officer shall contact the Business 
Manager of the relevant political group(s) for a nomination. 
 
4. Members of the Standards of Conduct Committee, the Presiding Officer and Deputy Presiding Officer, the First Minister and the 
leaders of political groups, a complainant or witness shall not serve as members of an appeal panel. 
 
Administrative Arrangements 
 
5. Once nominations have been received, and the Panel established, the Presiding Officer shall notify the Clerk to the Committee on 
Standards of Conduct, who will make the necessary administrative arrangements for the appeal.  



 
 
Made by the Presiding Officer: August 2006 
Agreed by the Committee on Standards of Conduct: August 2006 
 
Annex A 
 
PROTOCOL BETWEEN THE PRESIDING OFFICER AND THE PRESIDING JUDGE OF THE WALES AND CHESTER CIRCUIT 
 
1. This protocol sets out arrangements that have been agreed between the Presiding Officer of the National Assembly for Wales (the 
Presiding Officer) and the Presiding Judge for the Wales and Chester Circuit (the Presiding Judge).  
 
2. The protocol deals with the way in which the 'Independent legally qualified person' is nominated to sit on an appeal panel 
established in accordance with the ‘Procedure for Dealing with Complaints against Assembly Members’. 
 
3. The Presiding Judge shall: 
 
i. maintain a list of persons who would  be willing to act as the independent legally qualified member of an appeal panel. That list 

shall comprise retired Judges and retired Employment Appeal Tribunal Chairmen; and 
ii. on each occasion, nominate one name from the list to act as the independent legally qualified person. 
 
4. In the event of a valid appeal being made, the Presiding Officer shall: 
 
i. contact the Presiding Judge seeking the nomination of a  person to act as the independent legally qualified person on the appeal 

panel. 
 
Signed: 
 
Presiding Officer: ………………………………………………       Date: ………………… 
Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas, AM 
 



Presiding Judge: ………………………………………………… Date: …………………  
The Honourable Mr Justice Roderick Evans


